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SAUDI ARABIA

Saudi ArabIa was a monarchy led by €the Saud Rogal Family, who sought to create a seculor and modernized neaftion ip ﬁbe.
domincted by Sunnis. 08 €Eroops have been in Saudi Arabia since the Persion oulf Wor. Most terrorists come from Ehis regic

Arabia m tmporémt influence in the Wor on Terron

From 1947 on, the Saudi royal family could indeed live like princes.
Suddenly Abdul Aziz’s sons found the rest of the world just an
airplane ride away. In 1947, four of his sons and one grandson
accompanied him to New York as part of a delegation to the United
Nations. Prince Faisal (center), who would become king of Saudi

Arabia in 1964, was Saudi Arabia’s permanent delegate to the
United Nations.

The Saudi Arabian

9 4w y S flag is inscribed with
V@ {w “1 v ‘ the Islamic Statement
L < of Faith, “There is no
L 1 2

God but Allah, and
Muhammad is his
Prophet.” The inscrip-
T ——————— tion was added to the
flag in 1901. A sword
lies  beneath the
inscription as a sign of

the expansion of
Islam through military conquests. The inscription and sword appear

on a field of green—the color of Islam, also thought to be Muhammad’s
tavorite color.

The current flag was adopted in 1973, but several versions of the green
flag have been used by the Wahhabi sect since the nineteenth century.
The flag is considered sacred in the kingdom and must not be flown at
half-mast or reproduced on clothing or other commercial items.
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An m stands tall against desert sand dunes. Saudi Arabia’s
vast petroleum deposits are a major source of the country’s wealth,
but producing oil also poses a serious environmental threat.
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