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The Middle East is knowm as €the “cultural crossroads™ because of 1és geographic locertion. The most prevedent natural resource avatlable i the Middle Fast 1s ofl. Due to the large desert
lamd €hert makes up the Middle East, there 1s Iktle food avatlable to tbs mhabrbants ad a scarciy of water, which Is the greatest obstacle to development  £he region. Islam Is the
major religion in the Middle East, and Arab 1s the primary ethnic group living i the region. The Suez Canal is the ik to €he Persim 6ulf and the Strabt of Hormuz. These bodies of

waker are all magor trade routes for petrolewmn exports. After World Wor I, the Middle East was divided amongst the w

mning Allied Powers nfo territortes called mendates. However,

common history, lmguage and cultire led o nattonalism in the Middle East and eventual contTict over resources, land and €he right to self-determinetion theek continues fo €his dag.
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The canal shortens sea vogages befween fediterrsnesn  Lebanon B hhda Afghanistan
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